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A Happy New Year to all our Members and visitors!
Next Up: Our next talk is on Monday January 5th.Pamela Manning will be delivering her ‘Wise Woman’talk. The talk centres on a wise woman from the Tudorperiod and will enlighten us on the foibles of relationshipsbetween the sexes during this period. Pamela gets intocostume, uses the language of the day and through aseries of question cards reveals all about how men andwomen interacted with each other during the Tudor era.History with a bit of fun attached.

Our February 2nd talk is by Ned Williams and hewill be discussing ‘Garden Cities’. The GardenCity movement was developed in 1898 by socialreformer, Ebenezer Howard. Ned will bedeveloping our knowledge of this topic andrevealing some hither to forgotten gems.
On March 2nd we turn to the rather darker side oflife as we gain entry to a Black Country Coroner’sCourt.This isindeedthe subject of our March talk by Quintin Watt. Expectsome tragic and gruesome tales to emerge. The talkhas an interactive element to it where you get to decidethe verdict as a coroner’s Jury. Don’t worry you will notbe invited to the Post Mortem!

Talk about talks: Notes from our AGM: 2025saw the Society continue to grow. We had 111members and 115 visitors to our talks. In total we had796 people attend our talks over the year. TheFacebook page continues to grow with 1,100 members. Our development of archaeologycontinues with committee member Richard Percival making some significant finds over the year,ranging from the later medieval period to the Second World War Our November talk was entitled‘The Crimson Field’ and it covered the medical war that was being fought daily on the battle fieldsof World War One as medical staff from the RAMC struggled to cope with mounting casualties.Some of the stories of heroism in the face of awful conditions were truly inspiring. The Octobertalk covered ‘The Rise and Fall of Worcestershire’s Whitley Court’ Ray Sturdy was able to conveyhis love of this iconic and atmospheric grand house and grounds.
Our most popular talk of 2025 (98 attended) was ‘Joey, Joshers and James: The BirminghamCanal Network’ by Phil Clayton.



Our Thanks to: Chris Pitchford for all her hard work as Society Treasurer as she powers downthe spreadsheet and leaves the role of treasurer. Thank you so much Chris.
Archive News:We have now finished the first part of ourtasks with the Society Archives. If you want to find out aboutlighting, sewage, playgrounds, street signs, bins and the villagerelationships with RAF Cosford, the Library is a good place to start.We now need to interpret much of the information.

One of the artefacts from our archive was odd. It was this 1955England Vs Scotland Football programme. W
We are unsure how it got into the archive. It gives a fascinatinginsight into this era. The stadium is still called: ’Empire StadiumWembley’. This was of course still an era of Empire althoughchange was very much in the air denoted by Indianindependence in 1947. The Labour Government of 1945 to 51had started decolonisation and Tory Prime Minister, HaroldMacmillan, aknowledged this process in a speech to the SouthAfrican Parliament in 1960. The ‘Winds of Change over Africaspeech’
Inside, the programme gives a flavour that the War was notlong behnd us. Indeedrationing had onlyended in the UK in1954 ID cards wereabolished only in1952.The programme of music was very militaristic asshown.

The Royal guest was HRH The Duke of Gloucester who wasphotographed in full Army uniform.
On the other hand anotherphrase from Macmillan from1957 rings true in the fewadverts that are in theprogramme: ‘You’ve neverhad it so good’ is exemplfied by the advert for a TV:

The game against Scotland in April 1955 came less than two yearsafter England had been humbled by Hungary in November 1953.England lost 3-6 at Wembley and 7-1 in Budapest in 1957. The matchwas also played 18 months before the disasterous Suez Crisis inOctober 1956.
We were no longer a force to be reckoned with in football andinterms of empire or indeed as an independent military force in aworld which was now split between two superpowers (USA andUSSR). So in may ways this programme is an archive which youcould read as one of a decline. However it was an era of fullemployment, consumer goods, HP credit, our own space programme and nuclear power with thenuclear bomb and a seat on the UN Secuity Council.



The programme also shows an optimism in football as we had a programme of internationals inbetween October 1955 and November 1957 against Denmark, Spain, Brazil Sweeden Finland, WestGermany,Yugoslavia, France and the USSR. England won 9 of the games against the above teamsincluding standout games against Brazil and West Germany. In all 13 wins, 4 draws and 6 losses.Maybe we talked the old nation down too much?
For the football fans amoungst the readers we should post the two teams, some names will befamiliar.

So what was the score?
England 7- 2 Scotland
Goal Scorers:

England: Denis Wilshaw 4, Nat Lofthouse 2, Don Revie 1
Scotland: Laurie Reilly 1, Tommy Docherty 1



Programme for 2026
January 5th: Pamela Manning

’The Wise Woman’
February 2nd: Ned Williams

‘Garden Cities’
March 2nd: Quintin Watt

‘The Black Country Coroner’
April 13th: Alison Utting

‘Aggie”- The Life and Times of Dame Agnes Hunt’
May 4th:Mary Bodfish

‘Cavalier Dogs and Roundhead Rogues
June: Date & Topic TBC

September 7th: Bernie Jones
‘The Restoration of Wappenshall Wharf’

October 5th: Olivia Beards
‘Beneath the Pitch: A History of Molineux Pleasure Grounds’

November 2nd: Richard Percival
‘The Submarine that Died Twice’

December 7th: Society AGMWith guest speaker
Membership is just £12 per annum or £3 per visit

Join at any of the above meetings.
Please pass this newsletter on toa friend

Albrighton and Districthistorical Society or on theinternetalbrightonhistory.wix.com/adhs
Come and Join us!

The winter of 1947 was one of the coldest on record. Seen here Miss Jordan by BoningaleCottages


